
 
3RD SUNDAY IN ADVENT 

    GATHER IN GOD’S NAME 
      (*=please stand if you are able) 

PRELUDE        

WELCOME                                                                  Rev. Jeniffer Rodriguez                                          
GATHERING WORDS 

We are missing so many of our favorite flowers. We are dreaming…. There are violets, tulips, lilies in this place. 

There are daisies, sunflowers, daffodils, roses and marigolds in every corner we can imagine. Is this real? Can be 

this be possible? 
 

We are getting closer and closer and there are also poinsettias, really vivid! Reds, whites, pinks, yellows and even 

burgundy. How can Spring meet the Winter? How can Spring flowers be in the same place and at the same time 

as the Winter flowers? 
 

We continue waiting for a miracle to happen in our lives. 
 

And because of that we wait….  
And while we wait, we want to feel joy. 
 

ENGAGING WITH THE WORD 
The smell of flowers revives our imagination. Smells that bring us to different places even though we remain here. 

The flowers are springing up and the time of the singing of birds has come. (Song of Solomon 2:12) 
 

The colors of flowers give us joy and opportunities to see life with every glance. God is overjoyed to see us happy 

and motivated. 
The flowers are springing up and the time of the singing of birds has come. (Song of Solomon 2:12) 
 

God of Joy, we know there is something new coming up even when we do not see it. 

The flowers are springing up and the time of the singing of birds has come. (Song of Solomon 2:12) 
 

HYMN OF THE SEASON EPH# 23   “AL CAER LA LLUVIA (AS THE RAIN IS FALLING) (Eng. & Sp. Vs. 1)” 
 

CANDLE LIGHTING  

Leader: We light the first candle of Hope. Jesus Christ, as the Hope of the world, comes once again to give us 

opportunities to wait in strength and wisdom. 
People: We were blinded and unfocused, Lord. We put all our trust in you. 
 

Leader: We light the second candle of Peace. As the birds in the sky share melodious songs wherever they go, oh 

God, your presence comforts us and heals us. 
People: Birds of Peace, wrap us up with your warmth and care everywhere we go. 
 

Leader: We light the third candle of Joy. While we see the flowers everywhere we can feel how good it is to have 

Jesus on our side. We are bursting with happiness and Jesus finds happiness in us. 
People: Flowers of Joy are spreading among us so we can sense the brightness of our Lord Jesus! 
 

PRAYER 
God of Joy, your people are desperate to feel joy. The world is consuming us with all the pain and suffering 

happening around us. Remind us to feel joy and remind us to choose joy every day in you. 
 

We might feel we are in the forest where we are trying to come out to see the light, but cannot find it. We might feel 

that in this moment that we want to see the paths cleared out but all the trees, animals, rocks and even dirt are 

obstructing any forward progress. The prophet Isaiah reminds us, “Sing for joy, you heavens, for the Lord has done 

this; shout aloud, you earth beneath. Burst into song, you mountains, you forests and all your trees, for the Lord 
has redeemed Jacob, he displays his glory in Israel.” (Isaiah 44:23) Let’s choose and continue choosing joy in you 

LORD JESUS. 
 

RESPONSORIAL ACCLAMATION  

Response (All):  Blessed be God, Creator of all beauty!  
Leader: “The flowers of the field proclaim Your glory, O Lord.” 

Response (All):   Blessed be God, Creator of all beauty!  

Leader: “As lilies open to the sun, so our hearts open to Your love.” 

Response (All):   Blessed be God, Creator of all beauty!  

L: “Like blossoms that fade yet return in season, Your mercy endures forever.” 

Response (All):   Blessed be God, Creator of all beauty!  

 
 

MUSICAL CONFESSION GTG #422          “CREATE IN ME A CLEAN HEART”  

             Create in me a clean heart, O God, 

              and renew a right spirit within me. 

              Cast me not away from your presence, 

                and take not your Holy Spirit from me. 

                 Restore to me the joy of your salvation, 

                and uphold me with your free Spirit. 

                 Create in me a clean heart, O God, 

                  and renew a right spirit within me. (2-3x) 
 

ASSURANCE OF PARDON 

We continue denying the wonders of your magnificent creation, God of joy. God, you also continue forgiving us 
despite our reluctancy to see good and beauty around us. Thank you, God of joy, for your forgiveness. 

P: In Jesus Christ we are forgiven. Thanks be to God! Amen! 

 
*GLORIA PATRI GTG# 648         “THANKFUL HEARTS AND VOICES RAISE” 

Thankful hearts and voices raise; 

tell everyone what God has done. 
Let everyone who seeks the Lord 

rejoice and bear the name of Christ. 

Send us with your promises 

and lead your people forth in joy 

with shouts of thanksgiving. 

Alleluia, alleluia. 
 

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION GTG# 88  “O COME EMMANUEL” 
 

SCRIPTURE READING        MATTHEW 11:2-11 

Now when John heard in prison about the things the Christ was doing, he sent word by his disciples to Jesus, 

asking, “Are you the one who is to come, or should we look for another?” Jesus responded, “Go, report to John 

what you hear and see. Those who were blind are able to see. Those who were crippled are walking. People with 

skin diseases are cleansed. Those who were deaf now hear. Those who were dead are raised up. The poor have 

good news proclaimed to them. Happy are those who don’t stumble and fall because of me.” When John’s disciples 

had gone, Jesus spoke to the crowds about John: “What did you go out to the wilderness to see? A stalk blowing 

in the wind? What did you go out to see? A man dressed up in refined clothes? Look, those who wear refined 

clothes are in royal palaces. What did you go out to see? A prophet? Yes, I tell you, and more than a prophet. He 

is the one of whom it is written: Look, I’m sending my messenger before you, who will prepare your way before 

you. “I assure you that no one who has ever been born is greater than John the Baptist. Yet whoever is least in 

the kingdom of heaven is greater than he. 

L: This Is the word of the Lord.   P: Thanks be to God. 
 

ANTHEM        LO, HOW A ROSE E’ER BLOOMING  

SCRIPTURE READING                ISAIAH 35:1-10 
The desert and the dry land will be glad; the wilderness will rejoice and blossom like the crocus. They will burst 

into bloom, and rejoice with joy and singing. They will receive the glory of Lebanon, the splendor of Carmel and 

Sharon. They will see the Lord’s glory, the splendor of our God. Strengthen the weak hands and support the 

unsteady knees. Say to those who are panicking: “Be strong! Don’t fear! Here’s your God, coming with vengeance; 

with divine retribution God will come to save you.” Then the eyes of the blind will be opened, and the ears of the 
deaf will be cleared. Then the lame will leap like the deer, and the tongue of the speechless will sing. Waters will 

spring up in the desert, and streams in the wilderness. The burning sand will become a pool, and the thirsty 

ground, fountains of water. The jackals’ habitat, a pasture; grass will become reeds and rushes. A highway will 

be there. It will be called The Holy Way. The unclean won’t travel on it, but it will be for those walking on that 

way. Even fools won’t get lost on it; no lion will be there, and no predator will go up on it. None of these will be 
there; only the redeemed will walk on it. The Lord’s ransomed ones will return and enter Zion with singing, with 

everlasting joy upon their heads. Happiness and joy will overwhelm them; grief and groaning will flee away. 

L: This Is the word of the God.   P: Thanks be to God. 
 

SERMON                                              BE STRONG! DON’T FEAR!                          Rev. Jeniffer Rodriguez 
 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE  
   



LORD’S PRAYER 
 

HYMN GTG #105                       “PEOPLE LOOK EAST” (verse 2) 
 

CALL FOR THE OFFERING  
We give to God’s work in the world in response to all that God has done for us. In awareness and gratitude, let us 

give God’s tithes and our offerings. 
 

RESPOND IN GRACE 

OFFERTORY (See Insert)                   “COUNT YOUR BLESSINGS” (Vs 1 and second page) 

When upon life's billows you are tempest tossed, 

When you are discouraged, thinking all is lost, 

Count your many blessings, name them one by one, 

And it will surprise you what the Lord hath done. 

Refrain: 

Count your blessings, name them one by one; 

Count your blessings, see what God hath done; 

Count your blessings, name them one by one; 

Count your many blessings, see what God hath done. 

 

* DOXOLOGY GTG#596                 “YOU ARE HOLY/ ERES SANTO” 

          You are holy, you are whole. 

                                                               You are always ever more 

                                                                than we ever understand. 
                                                                  You are always at hand. 

                                                              Blessed are you coming near. 

                                                              Blessed are you coming here 

                                                          to your church in wine and bread, 

                                                           raised from soil, raised from dead. 
 

Eres santo, eres Dios por toda la eternidad: 

siempre tú muy cerca estás 

de tu pueblo, buen Señor. 

Te alabamos hoy aquí, 
te adoramos con fervor. 

A tu iglesia en vino y pan 

nueva vida así le das. 
 

PRAYER OF DEDICATION (Glory to God #144) 

“What can I give him, poor as I am? … If I were a wise man, I would do my part; Yet what I can I give him: give 

my heart.” 
 

HYMN EHP #90       “ESTE RAMITO DE FLORES” 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS                       
 

BENEDICTION   
God is Good! All the time! All the Time! God is Good! 

We thank you God, for all the ways you work and heal and bless and free us. Accept these gifts given in great 

gratitude and in anticipation of Christ’s return. Multiply them for your glory and for the good of all people. Amen. 
 

THE PEACE 

Leader: The peace of Christ be with you 

People: And also with you 
 

AMEN 
 

POSTLUDE              “ALL THINGS BRIGHT AND BEAUTIFUL” 
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MINISTERS 

All the Members 
 

“We are an intercultural congregation worshipping together 
where Jesus Christ is Lord; where people of God share in leadership;  

and where the strength of our fellowship builds bridges to the community.” 
 

First Presbyterian Church 
34 South Highland Avenue 

Ossining, NY 10562 
Tel. (914) 941-0540 

Email: presoss@optonline.net 
Facebook: facebook.com/presoss 

Website: www.fpcossining.org 
For offerings please scan the QR code below 
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EVENTS HAPPENING IN 2025 
 

In person hybrid worship is at 11AM in the Sanctuary  

Zoom link is as follows:  By Computer Join Zoom, Meeting ID: 870 270 865 
One tap mobile +16465588656  
 

Hybrid English Bible Study Thursdays at 11AM. Our bible Studies are scheduled 
on Thursdays unless changes are made by the bible study group.  

Zoom link as follows: By computer Join Zoom Meeting ID: 376 838 854 
One tap mobile +16465588656  
  

Drumming for the Soul Our drumming sessions will be Mondays December 15th 
and 29th at 6:30PM in the Fellowship Hall   

 

Christmas Gifts for the First Steps Program: Thank you to all the people who 
contributed! 

 
Coffee Hour following worship today.   
 

Please Share your tithes and offerings using the QR code below 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 



  

Prayers and Praise 

Please pray for our Nation 

Please pray for everyone in leadership 

Please pray for children/ families 

Please pray for the Otu family 

Please pray for the Supina/Ruess family 

Please pray for people struggling with cancer for healing 

Please pray for people struggling with mental health 

Please pray for leaders, people in a position of authority 

Please pray for Heather Blenkinsopp 

Please pray for the Carretta family 

Please pray for the Yumart family 

Please pray for Boateng family 

Please pray for Nancy Marin 

Please pray for peace in the world 

Please pray for Warren’s family 

Please pray for the Craig family. 

Please pray for Synara and family 

Please pray for McIntyre family 

Please pray for Duna Fullerton and family 

Please Pray for the Lisa Nivens family 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 



  

PRAISE SONGS AND HYMNS 
AL CAER LA LLUVIA (AS THE RAIN IS FALLING)  

Al caer a lluvia resurge con verdor 

Toda la Floresta. ¡Renueva la creación! 

Mira rojo lirio; el duende ya brotó. 

¡Bella primavera que anuncia su fulgor!  
 

Estribillo: 

Toda flor silvestre, la maya, el cundeamor: 

¡Todo manifiesta la gloria del Señor! 

Como se te alaba en toda le Creación 

Yo quisiera hacerLo de forma igual Señor  
 

As the rain is falling, the flowers start to bloom. 

All of God’s creation begins to be renewed. 

See the red, red lily; the tulips have come up. 

It is lovely springtime, in glory praising God. 
 

Refrain: 

All God’s great creation is singing songs of love, 

In beauty is shown the glory of our God! 

How all creation has joined in praising God  

I also shall offer my songs of praise to you. 
 

O COME, O COME, EMMANUEL 
O come, O come, Emmanuel, 

and ransom captive Israel, 

that mourns in lonely exile here 

until the Son of God appear. 

Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel 

shall come to thee, O Israel. 
 

PEOPLE, LOOK EAST 
Furrows, be glad. Though earth is bare, 

one more seed is planted there. 

Give up your strength the seed to nourish, 

that in course the flower may flourish. 

People, look east and sing today: 

Love, the Rose, is on the way.. 
 

ESTE RAMITO DE FLORES / THE LITTLE BOQUET OF FLOWERS 

Este ramito de flores frescas son de mi jardín 

Flores de muchos colores para el niño de Belén (Refrain) 

 
Estribillo 

Tulipanes, noche buenas, nardos, rosas en botón, 

Crisantemos, azucenas y hojas verdes de limón 
 

Se las pondré en un jarrito en el pesebre, a sus pies, 

Y que su aroma bonito lo haga soñar muy feliz (Refrain) 
 

This little bouquet of flowers from my garden are fresh 

Flowers of so many colors for the child of Bethlehem (Refrain) 
 

Refrain 

Many Tulips, poinsettias, tuberose, rose buttons 

Chrysanthemums, abundant lilies, green leaves of lemon 
 

I will place them in a little jar, in the Manger at his feet, 

And the amazing aroma will make him dream beautifully (Refrain) 

 



  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  


