
1st SUNDAY OF CHRISTMAS 
GATHER IN GOD’S NAME 

      (*=please stand if you are able) 

PRELUDE        

WELCOME                                                                             Rev. Jeniffer Rodriguez                                                          

CALL TO WORSHIP  
L: For everything there is a season, and a time for every matter under heaven.  

P: So teach us to count our days that we may gain a wise heart.  

L: But do not ignore this one fact, beloved, that with the Lord one day is like a thousand years, and a thousand 

years are like one day.  

P: Teach us, O Lord, how to lead lives of holiness and godliness while, in accordance with your promise, 
we wait for new heavens and a new earth, where righteousness is at home.  

L: This is the day that the Lord has made;  

P: let us rejoice and be glad in it.  

L: Lift up your hearts.  

P: We lift them up to the Lord. 

 
HYMN OF THE MONTH GTG #137         “HE CAME DOWN”  

 

CALL TO CONFESSION (Acts 3:19) 

Hear these words of the Apostle Peter, “Repent therefore, and turn to God so that your sins may be wiped out, 

so that times of refreshing may come from the presence of the Lord.” With humble and trusting hearts, let us 

confess our sin before God and one another. 

 

PRAYER OF CONFESSION 

Holy and merciful God, we confess we neglect to seek your wisdom for our lives. Instead, we think more 

highly of ourselves and our own knowledge, choosing to go our own way in this world. Lord, have mercy. 

We let the cares and concerns of this world crowd out the promise of your Word, that you are with us 

always. Christ, have mercy.  

 

We confess we face the future with uncertainty and misgivings. Help us put our trust in you so we may 

live faithful and obedient lives, as we depend on the wisdom of your Holy Spirit and the love of Christ to 

shape our lives and actions. Lord, have mercy. Amen. 

 

SILENT CONFESSION 
 

ASSURANCE OF PARDON  

L: The Lord is just in all his ways, and kind in all his doings. The Lord is near to all who call on him, to all who 

call on him in truth.  
P: He fulfills the desires of all who fear him; he also hears their cry, and saves them.  

L: Friends, hear and believe the good news: In Jesus Christ, our sins are forgiven!  

P: Alleluia! Thanks be to God! Amen. 
 

*GLORIA PATRI GTG #113       “ANGELS WE HAVE HEARD ON HIGH (Chorus only)” 
          Gloria in excelsis Deo! 

          Gloria in excelsis Deo! 
 

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION  
God of Wisdom, as the Scriptures teach us, truly it is the spirit in a mortal, the breath of the Almighty, that 

makes for understanding. Send your Holy Spirit upon us as we hear your Word read and proclaimed, that we 

may be encouraged and strengthened to live lives worthy of our calling as your people. Amen. 
 

SCRIPTURE READING                     PSALM 51:1-12 

Have mercy on me, God, according to your faithful love! Wipe away my wrongdoings according to your great 

compassion! Wash me completely clean of my guilt; purify me from my sin! Because I know my wrongdoings, 

my sin is always right in front of me. I’ve sinned against you—you alone. I’ve committed evil in your sight. 

That’s why you are justified when you render your verdict, completely correct when you issue your judgment. 
Yes, I was born in guilt, in sin, from the moment my mother conceived me. And yes, you want truth in the most 

hidden places; you teach me wisdom in the most secret space. Purify me with hyssop and I will be clean; wash 

me and I will be whiter than snow. Let me hear joy and celebration again; let the bones you crushed rejoice 

once more. Hide your face from my sins; wipe away all my guilty deeds! Create a clean heart for me, God; put a 

new, faithful spirit deep inside me! Please don’t throw me out of your presence; please don’t take your holy 

spirit away from me. Return the joy of your salvation to me and sustain me with a willing spirit. 

L: This is the word of God.   P: Thanks be to God. 
 

ANTHEM:      “STAR CHILD” 

SCRIPTURE READING                          LUKE 2:8-20 

Nearby shepherds were living in the fields, guarding their sheep at night. The Lord’s angel stood before them, the 

Lord’s glory shone around them, and they were terrified. The angel said, “Don’t be afraid! Look! I bring good news 

to you—wonderful, joyous news for all people. Your savior is born today in David’s city. He is Christ the Lord. This 

is a sign for you: you will find a newborn baby wrapped snugly and lying in a manger.” Suddenly a great assembly 
of the heavenly forces was with the angel praising God. They said, “Glory to God in heaven, and on earth peace 

among those whom he favors.” When the angels returned to heaven, the shepherds said to each other, “Let’s go 

right now to Bethlehem and see what’s happened. Let’s confirm what the Lord has revealed to us.” They went 

quickly and found Mary and Joseph, and the baby lying in the manger. When they saw this, they reported what 

they had been told about this child. Everyone who heard it was amazed at what the shepherds told them. Mary 

committed these things to memory and considered them carefully. The shepherds returned home, glorifying and 
praising God for all they had heard and seen. Everything happened just as they had been told. 

L: This is the word of the Lord.   P: Thanks be to God. 
 

SERMON                     “HEARTS OF ASSURANCE”               Rev. Jeniffer Rodriguez 
 

HYMN  GTG #145            “WHAT CHILD IS THIS” 

CALL FOR THE OFFERING (Hebrews 13:15) 
The letter to the Hebrews calls us to a life of gratitude and generosity with these words: “Through Jesus let us 

continually offer a sacrifice of praise to God, that is, the fruit of our lips that confess his name. Do not neglect 

to do good and to share what you have, for such sacrifices are pleasing to God.” Let us present our tithes and 

offerings with glad and generous hearts. 
 

RESPOND IN GRACE 

OFFERTORY GTG#95            “PREPARE THE WAY OF THE LORD” 

Prepare the way of the Lord. 

Prepare the way of the Lord, 

and all people will see 
the salvation of our God. 

 

* DOXOLOGY         “PRAISE GOD, FROM WHOM ALL BLESSINGS FLOW”  

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; 
Praise God, all creatures here below 

Praise God above, ye heavenly host; 

Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost. 

Amen. Amen. Amen. Amen. Amen. Amen. Amen. 
 

PRAYER OF DEDICATION  
Good and gracious God, in this season during which we have given and received so many gifts, we thank you 

for the greatest gift of all, your Son Jesus Christ. In response to your love and mercy, we bring our tithes and 

offerings to you. Bless them and us, so our gifts may be multiplied and our hearts may be generous as we seek 

to do good and share what we have; through Jesus Christ our Savior. Amen. 
 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE  

Almighty and everlasting God, in this Christmas season, we thank you for your indescribable gift of Jesus 

Christ. As we stand on the threshold of a new year, we rejoice that we serve a risen Savior who is the Alpha 

and Omega, the First and the Last, the Beginning and the End, who is the same yesterday and today and 

forever. Amen. Come, Lord Jesus!  
 

Sovereign God, help us trust in your Word that you are making all things new. Open our eyes to your powerful 

works all around us. As we look ahead to 2025, we are tempted to see nothing but more of the same. Show us 

what you have in mind. Call us again to be part of your ongoing re-creation of your world. Inspire and 

strengthen us by your Holy Spirit to do justice, to love kindness, and to walk humbly with you.  
 

Lord of all nations, we humbly pray for peace throughout the world. Hasten the day when weapons of war will 

no longer be needed. Inspire world leaders to seek the things that make for peace. Comfort the afflicted and 

oppressed. Shelter all who suffer the devastation of ongoing conflicts. Protect the aid workers and peacemakers. 

Lord, may our prayers for peace not be empty words. Give us the courage to work for peace in our own 

communities. Help us do the hard work of reconciliation and truth-telling that all may have liberty and justice.  



 

Loving God, during this Christmas season, may we not forget to share the love you have so freely given in 

Jesus Christ. Guide us in all we do that we may respond with compassion to those in need. Help us be a 

church that takes the good news of Jesus Christ beyond the walls and traditions and safety of our buildings. 

Help us always to put our trust in our Lord who says, “Follow me.”  
 

We offer these and all of our prayers in the name of Jesus Christ our Savior, who taught us to pray, “Our 

Father …” 

 

*LORD’S PRAYER  
 

HYMN GTG#133                         “O COME ALL YE FAITHFUL”  
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS                       
 

BENEDICTION  
God is Good! All the time! All the Time! God is Good! 

May you be filled with the knowledge of God’s will in all spiritual wisdom and understanding, so that you 

may lead lives worthy of the Lord, fully pleasing to him, as you bear fruit in every good work and as you grow 
in the knowledge of God. May grace and peace be yours in abundance in the knowledge of God and of Jesus 

our Lord. The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with 

all of you. Amen. 

 

THE PEACE 

Leader: The peace of Christ be with you 
People: And also with you 
 

AMEN 
 

POSTLUDE 
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“We are an intercultural congregation worshipping together 
where Jesus Christ is Lord; where people of God share in leadership;  

and where the strength of our fellowship builds bridges to the community.” 

 

First Presbyterian Church 

34 South Highland Avenue 

Ossining, NY 10562 
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Email: presoss@optonline.net 
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EVENTS HAPPENING IN 2024 
 

In person hybrid worship is at 11AM in the Sanctuary  

Zoom link is as follows: 

By Computer 
Join Zoom Meeting 
Meeting ID: 870 270 865 
One tap mobile 
+16465588656  

 

Hybrid English Bible Study will be Thursdays at 11AM in the Fellowship Hall or feel free to 

join us through zoom.   

 

Zoom Link bible study  

By computer 

Join Zoom Meeting 

Meeting ID: 376 838 854 

One tap mobile 

+16465588656,Spanish  

  

Spanish Bible Study will be on Wednesdays 

 

The next Session Meeting will be January 13th at 7PM 

 

The next Worship Team Meeting will be February 11th at 9:30AM  

 

Coffee Hour following worship today.   

 

Drumming for the Soul sessions will be on Monday, December 30th at 6PM 

  

Church Leaders Retreat February 8th 9:30AM – 12:30PM at FPCO 

 

Please Share your tithes and offerings using the QR code below 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



  

Prayers and Praise 
Please prayer for our Nation 

Please pray for everyone in leadership 

Please pray for children/ families 

Please pray for the Otu family 

Please pray for the Supina/Ruess family 

Please pray for the Sevilla family 

Please pray for people struggling with cancer for healing 

Please pray for people struggling with mental health 

Please pray for leaders, people in a position of authority 

Please pray for the Denzer Family 

Please pray for Heather Blenkinsopp 

Please pray for the Carretta family 

Please pray for the Yumart family 

Pleaser pray for the Sippel family 

Please pray for the Quinoy family 

Please pray for Joy and Teresa Zeiden 

Please pray for Boateng family 

Please pray for Kiara Taylor’s family 

Please pray for Bruce and family 

Please pray for Nancy Marin 

Please pray for Bob 

Please pray for Curtis 

Please pray for the Bonapace family 

Please pray for peace in the world 

Please pray for Warren’s family 

Please pray for Diana Behan and family. 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



  

 

 

 

Praise Songs and Hymns 
HE CAME DOWN 

He came down that we may have love; 

he came down that we may have love; 

he came down that we may have love; 

hallelujah forevermore. 

 

He came down that we may have light; 

he came down that we may have light; 

he came down that we may have light; 

hallelujah forevermore. 

 

He came down that we may have peace; 

he came down that we may have peace; 

he came down that we may have peace; 

hallelujah forevermore. 

 

He came down that we may have joy; 

he came down that we may have joy; 

he came down that we may have joy; 

hallelujah forevermore. 

 

WHAT CHILD IS THIS 
What child is this, who, laid to rest, 

on Mary’s lap is sleeping? 

Whom angels greet with anthems sweet 

while shepherds watch are keeping? 

This, this is Christ the King, 

whom shepherds guard and angels sing; 
haste, haste to bring him laud, 

the babe, the son of Mary! 

 

Why lies he in such mean estate 

where ox and ass are feeding? 
Good Christian, fear; for sinners here 

the silent Word is pleading. 

Nails, spear, shall pierce him through; 

the cross be borne for me, for you. 

Hail, hail, the Word made flesh, 

the babe, the son of Mary! 
 

So bring him incense, gold, and myrrh; 

come, one and all, to own him. 

The King of kings salvation brings; 

let loving hearts enthrone him. 
Raise, raise the song on high. 

The virgin sings her lullaby. 

Joy, joy, for Christ is born, 

the babe, the son of Mary! 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 



  
 
 

 

 

O COME, ALL YE FAITHFUL 

O come, all ye faithful, 

joyful and triumphant; 
O come ye; O come ye to Bethlehem! 

Come, and behold him, 

born the King of angels! 

O come, let us adore him; 

O come, let us adore him; 
O come, let us adore him, 

Christ, the Lord! 

 

True God from true God, 

Light from light eternal, 

born of a virgin, a mortal he comes; 
very God, begotten, not created! 

O come, let us adore him; 

O come, let us adore him; 

O come, let us adore him, 

Christ, the Lord! 
 

Sing, choirs of angels; 

sing in exultation; 

sing, all ye citizens of heaven above! 

Glory to God, all 

glory in the highest! 
O come, let us adore him; 

O come, let us adore him; 

O come, let us adore him, 

Christ, the Lord! 

 
Yea, Lord, we greet thee, 

born this happy morning; 

Jesus, to thee be all glory given; 

Word of the Father, 

now in flesh appearing! 

O come, let us adore him; 
O come, let us adore him; 

O come, let us adore him, 

Christ, the Lord! 
 
 


