4th SUNDAY OF ADVENT
GATHER IN GOD’S NAME

(*=please stand if you are able)
PRELUDE
WELCOME
LIGHTING THE CANDLES
L: Watch and wait for Christ’s coming! Light candles of hope, peace, joy, and love, remembering the promises
of God with prayer.

Rev. Jeniffer Rodriguez

We light this candle in hope.
We light this candle for peace.
We light this candle with joy!
We light this candle with love.

Hear again the Word of the Lord drawn from Zephaniah 3:171
The LORD your God . . . will rejoice over you with gladness; God will quiet you with divine love like a child
upon the breast. The Lord will exult over you with loud singing.

Let us pray:

L: God of hope, God of peace, God of joy, and God of love, Teach us how to love one another as reflections of
your light in the world.

ALL: God of promise, God of love, into our darkness come.

CALL TO WORSHIP (Luke 1:46)

L: My soul magnifies the Lord, and my spirit rejoices in God my Savior.
P: With Mary, our spirits rejoice, and we sing God’s praise.

L: Let us honor God with our worship this fourth Sunday of Advent.

HYMN OF THE MONTH GTG #137 “HE CAME DOWN”

CALL TO CONFESSION
The prophet Micah tells us that the “one of peace” will come from Bethlehem. As we prepare to celebrate the
birth of our Savior, let us confess our sins and set ourselves on Christ’s path.

PRAYER OF CONFESSION

Soon we will celebrate the Prince of Peace, but we are not a people at peace. We glorify violence and
dismiss the pacifist as weak. We dominate and demean turning dialogue into debate. We wage war with
enemies and invest in self-defense before giving non-violent strategies a chance. Lord, forgive us. Help us
work towards your peaceable kin-dom, where swords will be beaten into plowshares and spears into
pruning hooks. Amen.

SILENT CONFESSION

ASSURANCE OF PARDON (Micah 5:4-5)

“And he will stand and feed his flock in the strength of the Lord ... And they shall live secure, for now he shall be
great to the ends of the earth; and he shall be the one of peace.” In the name of Jesus Christ, we are forgiven.

P: Thanks be to God! Amen.

*GLORIA PATRI GTG #113 “ANGELS WE HAVE HEARD ON HIGH (Chorus only)”
Gloria in excelsis Deo!

Gloria in excelsis Deo!

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION

Open us, Holy One, to your Word and your Way. As we make our final preparations before Christmas, clear our
minds of holiday distractions and long list of to-dos. Help us approach your Word with awe and wonder, so we
may hear the message you intend for us today. Amen.

SCRIPTURE READING JOB 14:1-7
All of us are born of women, have few days, and are full of turmoil. Like a flower, we bloom, then wither, flee like
a shadow, and don’t last. (Yes, you open your eyes on this one; you bring me into trial against you.) Who can
make pure from impure? Nobody. If our days are fixed, the number of our months with you, you set a statute
and we can’t exceed it. Look away from us that we may rest, until we are satisfied like a worker at day’s end.
Indeed there is hope for a tree. If it’s cut down and still sprouting and its shoots don't fail,

L: This is the word of God. P: Thanks be to God.

ANTHEM: “O CHRISTMAS TREE”

SCRIPTURE READING MATTHEW 13:31-32
He told another parable to them: “The kingdom of heaven is like a mustard seed that someone took and planted in
his field. It’s the smallest of all seeds. But when it’s grown, it’s the largest of all vegetable plants. It becomes a tree
so that the birds in the sky come and nest in its branches.”

L: This is the word of the Lord. P: Thanks be to God.

SERMON “TREES OF ABUNDANT LIFE”
HYMN GTG #110 “LOVE HAS COME”

CALL FOR THE OFFERING
In this season of generosity, let us remember from whom all our blessings flow. Let us present our tithes and
offerings to the Lord.

Rev. Jeniffer Rodriguez

RESPOND IN GRACE
“PREPARE THE WAY OF THE LORD”
Prepare the way of the Lord.
Prepare the way of the Lord,
and all people will see
the salvation of our God.

“PRAISE GOD, FROM WHOM ALL BLESSINGS FLOW”
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;
Praise God, all creatures here below
Praise God above, ye heavenly host;
Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost.
Amen. Amen. Amen. Amen. Amen. Amen. Amen.

OFFERTORY GTG#95

* DOXOLOGY

PRAYER OF DEDICATION

Holy God, with Mary we seek to magnify you in our worship and in our deeds. Accept these gifts and bless
them for Christ’s ministry. May they lift the lowly and fill the hungry. May they reveal your glory present with
us today and still yet to come. Amen.

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE (See backpage)
*LORD’S PRAYER

HYMN GTG#136
EPH# 87

MINUTE FOR MISSION
ANNOUNCEMENTS

BENEDICTION

God is Good! All the time! All the Time! God is Good!

Magnify God the Creator; Magnify God the Redeemer; Magnify God the Sustainer in your life and the lives of
others. May God bless you, keep you, and encourage you this Sunday and forevermore. Amen.

“GO TELL IT ON A MOUNTAIN” (Verses 1&2)
“VE, DI EN LA MONTANA”

THE PEACE
Leader: The peace of Christ be with you
People: And also with you

AMEN
POSTLUDE



SUNDAY, DECEMBER 22, 2024

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE
Come, O Come, Emmanuel ...

Come to bring peace to those at war with themselves, their families, their enemies. May those who govern do
so with good will and justice, breaking down barriers, fostering understanding, and drawing our communities
and our nations together in peace.

Come, O Come, Emmanuel ...

Come to bring comfort to those in pain, those who grieve, those in need of healing and restoration. May those
who suffer be assured of your extravagant grace and comforted by the hope that nothing shall separate them
from your love.

Come, O Come, Emmanuel ...

Come to bring compassion to those who are weak and weary, those who stumble through their days unable to
recognize the beauty and meaning of life. May those who are unemployed, those who are struggling financially,
those suffering under the crushing weight of debt, find your way out of no way. Grant them options, God.
Grant them hope.

Come, O Key of David, O Radiant Dawn, O Root of Jesse, O Emmanuel. Come to us again this Christmas. Fill
the world with your grace and peace.

Finally, hear us now, as we pray the prayer Christ taught us by saying together: “Our Father ...”.
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All the Members
“We are an intercultural congregation worshipping together

where Jesus Christ is Lord; where people of God share in leadership;
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EVENTS HAPPENING IN 2024

In person hybrid worship is at 11AM in the Sanctuary
Zoom link is as follows:
By Computer
Join Zoom Meeting
Meeting ID: 870 270 865
One tap mobile
+16465588656

Hybrid English Bible Study will be Thursday, January 9th at 11AM in the Fellowship Hall or
feel free to join us through zoom.

Zoom Link bible study

By computer

Join Zoom Meeting

Meeting ID: 376 838 854

One tap mobile

+16465588656,Spanish

Christmas Eve Candlelight Service Tuesday December 24th at 7PM
Spanish Bible Study will be on Wednesdays

The next Session Meeting will be January 13th at 7PM

The next Worship Team Meeting will be February 11th at 9:30AM

We will be hosting The Emergency Shelter Program again this year December 23rd —
December 30th. If you would like to sign up to bring a meal please see Pastor Jeniffer.

Coffee Hour following worship today.
Drumming for the Soul sessions will be on Monday, December 30t at 6PM

Church Leaders Retreat February 8th 9:30AM - 12:30PM at FPCO

Please Share your tithes and offerings using the QR code below




Prayers and Praise
Please prayer for our Nation

Please pray for everyone in leadership
Please pray for children/ families
Please pray for the Otu family
Please pray for the Supina/Ruess family
Please pray for the Sevilla family
Please pray for people struggling with cancer for healing
Please pray for people struggling with mental health
Please pray for leaders, people in a position of authority
Please pray for the Denzer Family
Please pray for Heather Blenkinsopp
Please pray for the Carretta family
Please pray for the Yumart family
Pleaser pray for the Sippel family
Please pray for the Quinoy family
Please pray for Joy and Teresa Zeiden
Please pray for Boateng family
Please pray for Kiara Taylor’s family
Please pray for Bruce and family
Please pray for Nancy Marin
Please pray for Bob
Please pray for Curtis
Please pray for the Bonapace family
Please pray for peace in the world
Please pray for Warren’s family

Please pray for Diana Behan and family.



Praise Songs and Hymns
HE CAME DOWN
He came down that we may have love;
he came down that we may have love;
he came down that we may have love;
hallelujah forevermore.

He came down that we may have light;

he came down that we may have light;

he came down that we may have light;
hallelujah forevermore.

He came down that we may have peace;

he came down that we may have peace;

he came down that we may have peace;
hallelujah forevermore.

He came down that we may have joy;

he came down that we may have joy;

he came down that we may have joy;
hallelujah forevermore.

LOVE HAS COME
Love has come: a light in the darkness!
Love shines forth in the Bethlehem skies.
See, all heaven has come to proclaim it;
hear how their song of joy arises:
Love! Love! Born unto you, a Savior!
Love! Love! Glory to God on high.

Love is born! Come, share in the wonder.
Love is God now asleep in the hay.
See the glow in the eyes of his mother;
what is the name her heart is saying?
Love! Love! Love is the name she whispers.
Love! Love! Jesus, Emmanuel.

Love has come and never will leave us!
Love is life everlasting and free.
Love is Jesus within and among us.
Love is the peace our hearts are seeking.
Love! Love! Love is the gift of Christmas.
Love! Love! Praise to you, God on high!



GO TELL IT ON THE MOUNTAIN / VE, DI EN LA MONTANA
Refrain:
Go, tell it on the mountain,
over the hills and everywhere;
go, tell it on the mountain
that Jesus Christ is born!

While shepherds kept their watching
o’er silent flocks by night,
behold, throughout the heavens
there shone a holy light. (Refrain)

The shepherds feared and trembled
when lo! above the earth
rang out the angel chorus
that hailed our Savior’s birth. (Refrain)
Estribillo
Vé, di en la montarnia, sobre los montes por doquier,
Vé, di en la montana que Cristo ya nacio.

Pastores, sus rebanos de noche al cuidar,
Con gran sorpresa vieron gloriosa luz brillar. (Estribillo)

Y luego, asombrados, oyeron el cantar
De angeles, en coro las nuevas proclamar. (Estribillo)



