3rd SUNDAY OF ADVENT
GATHER IN GOD’S NAME

(*=please stand if you are able)
PRELUDE
WELCOME
LIGHTING THE CANDLE OF HOPE
L: Watch and wait for Christ’s coming! Light candles of hope, peace, joy, and love, remembering the promises
of God with prayer.

Rev. Jeniffer Rodriguez

We light this candle in hope.
We light this candle for peace.
We light this candle with joy!

To those who live as exiles from home in a dark time, to those enslaved as exiles due to others’ oppression, to
those who are sin’s exiles from their best God-promised selves, the Lord speaks the joy of good news.

A reading from Zephaniah 3:14-20.

L: Sing aloud, O daughter Zion; shout, O Israel! Rejoice and exult with all your heart, O daughter Jerusalem!
The LORD has taken away the judgments against you, he has turned away your enemies. The king of Israel,
the LORD, is in your midst; you shall fear disaster no more. On that day it shall be said to Jerusalem: Do not
fear, O Zion; do not let your hands grow weak. The LORD, your God, is in your midst, a warrior who gives
victory; he will rejoice over you with gladness, he will renew you in his love; he will exult over you with loud
singing as on a day of festival.

L: “I will remove disaster from you, so that you will not bear reproach for it. I will deal with all your oppressors
at that time. And I will save the lame and gather the outcast, and I will change their shame into praise and
renown in all the earth. At that time [ will bring you home, at the time when I gather you; for I will make you
renowned and praised among all the peoples of the earth, when I restore your fortunes before your eyes,” says
the LORD.

L: Let us pray:

P: Surely God is my salvation; I will trust and not be afraid, for the LORD is my strength and my might;
God has become my salvation.

L: With joy you will draw water from the wells of salvation. And you will say in that day:

P: Rejoice in the Lord always; again I say, Rejoice!

L: Sing praises to the LORD, for God has done gloriously!

P: Amen.

CALL TO WORSHIP

L: Prepare the way of the Lord!

P: Lift every valley, lift every voice.

L: Prepare the way of the Lord!

P: And all flesh shall see the salvation of our God.

HYMN OF THE MONTH GTG #192 “SHINE JESUS SHINE / BRILLA JESUS” (Verses 1,2)

CALL TO CONFESSION
In Jesus Christ, God seeks to smooth those places made rough by sin. With humility and hope, let us make our
confession.

PRAYER OF CONFESSION

Great God, as we prepare to behold the birth of Jesus again, we are mindful of how we have failed to
receive the fullness of that gift. The story points us to your glory, yet we struggle to join in the song of
praise and thanksgiving. We are distracted and confused, so focused on things of little significance we
overlook the good news of great joy that you have prepared. Tell us again that the Savior is born. Tell us
again that we are forgiven. Tell us again that our lives can be abundant in faith, hope and love because of
what you have given us in Jesus Christ. Amen.

SILENT CONFESSION

ASSURANCE OF PARDON

The angel tells Joseph that the child forming in Mary’s womb is to be named Jesus. “Call him Jesus,” the angel
says, “For he will save the people from their sins.” From his birth through his resurrection, from age to age, Jesus
is about salvation. This is good news!

P: In Jesus Christ, we are forgiven! Thanks be to God! Amen.

*GLORIA PATRI GTG #113 “ANGELS WE HAVE HEARD ON HIGH (Chorus only)”

Gloria in excelsis Deo!
Gloria in excelsis Deo!

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION
Gracious God, illumine these words by your Spirit that we might hear what you would have us hear and be who
you would us be, for the sake of Jesus Christ, the Word made flesh. Amen.

SCRIPTURE READING JEREMIAH 13:11
Just as a linen undergarment clings to the body, so I created the people of Israel and Judah to cling to me,

declares the Lord, to be my people for my honor, praise, and grandeur. But they wouldn’t obey.
L: This is the word of God. P: Thanks be to God.

ANTHEM:

SCRIPTURE READING MARK 6:8-9
He instructed them to take nothing for the journey except a walking stick—no bread, no bags, and no money in
their belts. He told them to wear sandals but not to put on two shirts.

L: This is the word of the Lord. P: Thanks be to God.

SERMON “BELTS OF CONNECTION”
HYMN “IT’S TIME TO COME TOGETHER”

CALL FOR THE OFFERING
With gratitude for God’s faithfulness and with thanksgiving for all that we have received, let us bring our
gifts to God.

Rev. Jeniffer Rodriguez

RESPOND IN GRACE
“PREPARE THE WAY OF THE LORD”
Prepare the way of the Lord.
Prepare the way of the Lord,
and all people will see
the salvation of our God.

“PRAISE GOD, FROM WHOM ALL BLESSINGS FLOW”
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;
Praise God, all creatures here below
Praise God above, ye heavenly host;
Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost.
Amen. Amen. Amen. Amen. Amen. Amen. Amen.

OFFERTORY GTG#95

* DOXOLOGY

PRAYER OF DEDICATION
O God, with faith and hope, we offer these gifts. Use them, even as you use us, to accomplish your purposes
in Jesus Christ, our coming Lord. Amen.

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE (See backpage)
*LORD’S PRAYER

HYMN GTG#121 “O LITTLE TOWN OF BETHLEHEM”

ANNOUNCEMENTS

BENEDICTION

God is Good! All the time! All the Time! God is Good!

Let us go trusting in Jesus Christ, the one who is surely coming. May the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the
love of God, and the companionship of the Holy Spirit be with you and abide with you today and always.
Amen.

THE PEACE
Leader: The peace of Christ be with you
People: And also with you

AMEN
POSTLUDE



PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE SUNDAY, DECEMBER 15, 2024

Come, Lord Jesus. Bring your presence; bring your peace; bring your light.
Comfort the sick, soothe the sorrowful, bind up the wounded.
Calm our spirits. Ease our burdens. Mend our hearts. Come, Lord Jesus.

Come, Lord Jesus. Bring your justice; bring your righteousness; bring your goodness.
Reorder our priorities. Direct our efforts. Strengthen our resolve.
Break down walls. Dismantle oppression. Overthrow tyrants. Come, Lord Jesus.

Come, Lord Jesus. Bring your love; bring your compassion; bring your mercy.
Heal our divisions. Seek out the lost. Restore the guilt-ridden.
Widen our embrace. Teach us generosity. Show us how to forgive. Come, Lord Jesus.

Come, Lord Jesus. Bring your passions; bring your fire; bring your steadfastness.
Inspire our witness. Motivate our mission. Energize your church.
Open our minds. Extend our hands. Overcome our lethargy. Come, Lord Jesus.

Come, Lord Jesus. Bring your hope; your tenderness; your promise.
Build up our common life. Hold us in our frustrations. Brighten our darkness.
Release us. Renew us. Redeem us. Come, Lord Jesus.

Come, Lord Jesus, hear our cries; hear our whispers; hear our prayers.
Now, with the confidence of the children of God, let us pray as Jesus taught, saying, “Our Father ...” PASTOR
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MINISTERS
All the Members
“We are an intercultural congregation worshipping together

where Jesus Christ is Lord; where people of God share in leadership;
and where the strength of our fellowship builds bridges to the community.”

First Presbyterian Church
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Ossining, NY 10562
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EVENTS HAPPENING IN 2024

In person hybrid worship is at 11AM in the Sanctuary
Zoom link is as follows:
By Computer
Join Zoom Meeting
Meeting ID: 870 270 865
One tap mobile
+16465588656

Hybrid English Bible Study will be Tuesday 17th at 11AM in the Fellowship Hall or feel free to
join us through zoom.

Zoom Link bible study

By computer

Join Zoom Meeting

Meeting ID: 376 838 854

One tap mobile

+16465588656,Spanish

Spanish Bible Study will be on Wednesdays

The next Session Meeting will be January 13th at 7PM

The next Worship Team Meeting will be February 11th at 9:30AM

Its that time of the year again and we are starting to collect Christmas presents for the
Children in First Steps. This year we are going to give presents for 60 kids. This year we are

asking for monetary donations and Pastor Jeniffer will purchase the gifts.

We will be hosting The Emergency Shelter Program again this year December 23rd —
December 30th. If you would like to sign up to bring a meal please see Pastor Jeniffer.

Coffee Hour following worship today.
Drumming for the Soul sessions will be on Monday, December 16t at 6PM

Church Leaders Retreat February 8th 9:30AM - 12:30PM at FPCO

Please Share your tithes and offerings using the QR code below




Prayers and Praise
Please prayer for our Nation

Please pray for everyone in leadership
Please pray for children/ families
Please pray for the Otu family
Please pray for the Supina/Ruess family
Please pray for the Sevilla family
Please pray for people struggling with cancer for healing
Please pray for people struggling with mental health
Please pray for leaders, people in a position of authority
Please pray for the Denzer Family
Please pray for Heather Blenkinsopp
Please pray for the Carretta family
Please pray for the Yumart family
Pleaser pray for the Sippel family
Please pray for the Quinoy family
Please pray for Joy and Teresa Zeiden
Please pray for Boateng family
Please pray for Kiara Taylor’s family
Please pray for Bruce and family
Please pray for Nancy Marin
Please pray for Bob
Please pray for Curtis
Please pray for the Bonapace family
Please pray for peace in the world
Please pray for Warren’s family

Please pray for Diana Behan and family.



Praise Songs and Hymns
SHINE, JESUS, SHINE / BRILLA JESUS
Lord, the light of your love is shining,
in the midst of the darkness, shining;
Jesus, Light of the World, shine upon us;
set us free by the truth you now bring us.
Shine on me; shine on me.

Refrain: Shine, Jesus, shine;
fill this land with the Father’s glory.
Blaze, Spirit, blaze;
set our hearts on fire.
Flow, river, flow;
flood the nations with grace and mercy.
Send forth your word, Lord,
and let there be light.

Lord, I come to your awesome presence,
from the shadows into your radiance;
by the blood I may enter your brightness.
Search me; try me; consume all my darkness.
Shine on me; shine on me. (Refrain)

A tu santa presencia vengo
de la sombra a tu luz radiante.
Puedo entrar a través
de la sangre;
pruébame y consume
mi oscuridad.

Brilla en mi. Brilla en mi.

Estribillo: Brilla, Jests,
llena el mundo ya de tu gloria;
Espiritu, arde en nuestro ser.

Fluyan doquier
rios de gracia y misericordia;
manda poder
Yy que venga la luz.

Contemplando tu faz brillante,
nuestros rostros dan tu imagen;
transformados de gloria en gloria,
nuestras vidas reflejan
tu historia.

Brilla en mi. Brilla en mi. (Estribillo)



IT'S TIME TO COME TOGETHER
It’s time to come together learning a new way of living
It is time to set aside divisions, Share resources,
open borders, welcome strangers
It is time!

Around this time a homeless baby sent by God from heaven
Came to show the face of God in those who find themselves
Abandoned, roaing without shelter, so that we may
In a lowly manger Jesus taught the way of peace
Life and grace are found among the lease of these!
This is why he came, why he lived and died ao that all could be made One.

Give up power, learn compassion, let go of our fears,
Trust that there’s enough for ev’ry one,

So that life takes root and hope breaks through
our walls and barriers letting love and justice shine.
This is why he came, why he lived and died
so that all could be made One.

O LITTLE TOWN OF BETHLEHEM
O little town of Bethlehem,
how still we see thee lie!
Above thy deep and dreamless sleep
the silent stars go by.

Yet in thy dark streets shineth
the everlasting light;
the hopes and fears of all the years
are met in thee tonight.

For Christ is born of Mary

and, gathered all above,
while mortals sleep, the angels keep
their watch of wondering love.

O morning stars, together

proclaim the holy birth,
and praises sing to God the king,
and peace to all on earth.

How silently, how silently,
the wondrous gift is given!
So God imparts to human hearts
the blessings of his heaven.
No ear may hear his coming,
but in this world of sin,
where meek souls will receive him, still

the dear Christ enters in.

O holy child of Bethlehem,
descend to us, we pray;
cast out our sin and enter in;
be born in us today.

We hear the Christmas angels
the great glad tidings tell;

O come to us; abide with us,
our Lord Emmanuel!



