
2ND SUNDAY OF ADVENT 
GATHER IN GOD’S NAME 

      (*=please stand if you are able) 

PRELUDE        

WELCOME                                                                             Rev. Jeniffer Rodriguez                                                          

LIGHTING THE CANDLE OF HOPE 
L: Watch and wait for Christ’s coming! Light candles of hope, peace, joy, and love, remembering the promises 

of God with prayer.  
 

We light this candle in hope.  

We light this candle for peace.  
 

Hear Zechariah’s song of hope for peace to the Christ child. A reading from Luke 1:76- 79: “You, child, will be 

called the prophet of the Most High; for you will go before the Lord to prepare his ways, to give knowledge of 

salvation to his people by the forgiveness of their sins. By the tender mercy of our God, the dawn from on high 
will break upon us, to give light to those who sit in darkness and in the shadow of death, to guide our feet into 

the way of peace."  
 

Let us pray: God of hope, Prince of Peace, You speak peace into the world in the Way of the Christ child. Help 

us embody your peace and live as peacemakers that we may called children of God.  
ALL: God of hope, God of peace, into our darkness come. 
 

CALL TO WORSHIP (based on Luke 1:76-79) 

L: Zechariah sang to his newborn son:  

P: “You, child, will be called a prophet of the Most High, for you will go before the Lord to prepare his 
way.  

L: You will tell his people how to be saved through the forgiveness of their sins.  

P: Because of our God’s deep compassion, the dawn from heaven will break upon us,  

L: to give light to those who are sitting in darkness and in the shadow of death,  

P: to guide us on the path of peace.” 

 

HYMN OF THE MONTH GTG #192       “SHINE JESUS SHINE / BRILLA JESUS” (Verses 1,2) 
 

CALL TO CONFESSION  

Scripture reminds us that repentance is part of our preparation to meet Christ. Let us therefore confess our 

sins together, trusting in his mercy and love. 
 

PRAYER OF CONFESSION 

Holy God, we confess we prefer the crooked paths where we think we can hide from you. We’d rather 

you didn’t examine us too closely, all we do and fail to do. Yet you are coming not to judge, but to save 

us from our sins and our love of sinning. So come, Lord, by crooked path or straight, to enter our aching 

hearts. In the certainty of your grace we make our prayer. Amen. 
 

SILENT CONFESSION 
 

ASSURANCE OF PARDON  

Hear the good news! Christ is our peace. Through him we have forgiveness and new hope.  

P: He comes to break the power of sin and set us free again. Alleluia! Thanks be to God! Amen. 
 

*GLORIA PATRI GTG #354         “MINE EYES HAVE SEEN THE GLORY” 
               Glory, glory hallelujah! Glory, glory hallelujah! 

                 Glory, glory hallelujah! God’s Truth is marching on. 
 

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION  
Jesus Christ, Word of God, dwell in us as we turn to these pages, holy ancient stories that proclaim your truth. 

In the Spirit, give us ears to hear and hearts to believe. Amen. 
 

SCRIPTURE READING                            PSALM 126 

When the Lord changed Zion’s circumstances for the better, it was like we had been dreaming. Our mouths 
were suddenly filled with laughter; our tongues were filled with joyful shouts. It was even said, at that time, 

among the nations, “The Lord has done great things for them!” Yes, the Lord has done great things for us, and 

we are overjoyed. Lord, change our circumstances for the better, like dry streams in the desert waste! Let those 

who plant with tears reap the harvest with joyful shouts. Let those who go out, crying and carrying their seed, 

come home with joyful shouts, carrying bales of grain!” 

L: This is the word of God.   P: Thanks be to God. 
 

ANTHEM:      
 

SCRIPTURE READING                         REVELATION 7:13-17 
Then one of the elders said to me, “Who are these people wearing white robes, and where did they come from?” 

I said to him, “Sir, you know.” Then he said to me, “These people have come out of great hardship. They have 

washed their robes and made them white in the Lamb’s blood. This is the reason they are before God’s throne. 

They worship him day and night in his temple, and the one seated on the throne will shelter them. They won’t 

hunger or thirst anymore. No sun or scorching heat will beat down on them, because the Lamb who is in the 
midst of the throne will shepherd them. He will lead them to the springs of life-giving water, and God will wipe 

away every tear from their eyes.” 

L: This is the word of the Lord.   P: Thanks be to God. 
 

SERMON                            “TEARS OF HOPE”               Rev. Jeniffer Rodriguez 

HYMN                       “STAR-CHILD” 
 

CALL FOR THE OFFERING  
With gratitude for all God has given us, let us return our offerings to God, passing the plates along the aisle 

as we remember that it takes all of us together to make this church strong.    
                                                 

RESPOND IN GRACE 

OFFERTORY GTG#95            “PREPARE THE WAY OF THE LORD” 

Prepare the way of the Lord. 

Prepare the way of the Lord, 

and all people will see 

the salvation of our God. 
 

* DOXOLOGY         “PRAISE GOD, FROM WHOM ALL BLESSINGS FLOW”  

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;  

Praise God, all creatures here below 

Praise God above, ye heavenly host;  
Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost.  

Amen. Amen. Amen. Amen. Amen. Amen. Amen. 
 

PRAYER OF DEDICATION  
Generous God, we thank you for all our blessings, and offer these gifts back to your service, that this church 
might continue to shine your light into the world. Amen. 
 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE (See backpage) 
 

*LORD’S PRAYER  
 

HYMN GTG#100               “MY SOUL CRIES OUT WITH A JOYFUL SHOUT” 
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS                       
 

BENEDICTION  
God is Good! All the time! All the Time! God is Good! 

Go out in peace. Not a storebought peace, or an ignorant peace or an easy peace. But go out in the peace that 
comes from God, who has begun good work in you, who has scrubbed you clean until you shine, who has 

straightened every crooked place, who is a light in shadowed places. Go out with a peace to change the world. 

And as you go, may the love of God who made you, the strength of Christ you saved you, and the wisdom of 

the Spirit who enlivens you, go with you now and forevermore. 

 

THE PEACE 
Leader: The peace of Christ be with you 

People: And also with you 
 

AMEN 
 

POSTLUDE 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 



PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 

Holy, beloved God, we come before you seeking strength and comfort, someone to help us bear the load or to 

give us a load worth bearing. In our praying, give us open ears to hear your assurances and open hearts to 

feel your peace, even as we say together:  
 

God of peace, hear our prayers. 
 

We pray for the church, this family of hopeful people, persistent in faithfulness and graciousness, marked by 

a willingness to work in kindness and not count the hours or the cost. As the world darkens and the days grow 
short, may Christ’s light in us shine with a steady flame, bringing light, bringing healing, bringing 

reconciliation, and bringing peace. We pray for common sense, and the touch of faithful humility that marked 

the life of your son, our Savior. that we may determine to live lives of kindliness and grace.  
 

God of peace, hear our prayers.  
 

God of faithfulness and truth, we pray for the world around us, for peoples whose names we do not know yet 

whose hurts fill the news, and whose afflictions touch us not nearly long enough. We can change a channel, 

or turn a page, but they endure the long days and months of famine and thirst, of war and feud, of corruption 

and despair. Solutions may not be easy for all the ills of this world, but in each hurting place send your Spirit, 
that those who do have the power to effect the changes needed for justice, peace and honor may use their 

power for wellbeing of all.  
 

God of peace, hear our prayers.  
 

In this season of Advent, where many watch and wait, be with those who at this time wait by a hospital bedside, 

watch anxiously for results in exams and tests wait for news of an interview, watch for a loved one to return. 

May all who wait with anxiety find your peace, and all who watch with fearfulness be calmed by your steady 

heart.  
 

God of peace, hear our prayers.  

 

For ourselves, the hopes and hurts, the brightness and gloom that populate our waking and our sleeping 

hours. Help us to separate our needs from our wants, that we may discern where priorities in our ordered lives 
should lie. In a world where consumption rules and many have become accustomed to plenty, remind us of 

the privileges we take for granted, and the bounty we believe is our right, and not your gift. Soothe our spirits, 

and fill us with good things — the things which make for peace.  
 

God of peace, hear our prayers.  
 

We pray for those who lie close to our hearts:  
 

God of peace, hear our prayers.  
 

And now we pray as Jesus taught us, saying, “Our Father …” 
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EVENTS HAPPENING IN 2024 
 

In person hybrid worship is at 11AM in the Sanctuary  

Zoom link is as follows: 

By Computer 
Join Zoom Meeting 
Meeting ID: 870 270 865 
One tap mobile 
+16465588656  

 

Hybrid English Bible Study will be Thursdays at 11AM in the Fellowship Hall or feel free to 

join us through zoom.   

 

Zoom Link bible study  

By computer 

Join Zoom Meeting 

Meeting ID: 376 838 854 

One tap mobile 

+16465588656,Spanish  

  

Spanish Bible Study will be on Wednesdays 

 

The next worship team meeting will be February 11th at 9:30AM  

 

The next Session Meeting will be December 9th at 7PM 

 

Its that time of the year again and we are starting to collect Christmas presents for the 

Children in First Steps. This year we are going to give presents for 60 kids. This year we are 

asking for monetary donations and Pastor Jeniffer will purchase the gifts. 

 

We will be hosting The Emergency Shelter Program again this year December 23rd – 

December 30th. If you would like to sign up to bring a meal please see Pastor Jeniffer. 

 

Coffee Hour following worship today.   

 

Drumming for the Soul sessions will be on Monday, December 18th at 6PM 

  

Please Share your tithes and offerings using the QR code below 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 



  

Prayers and Praise 
Please prayer for our Nation 

Please pray for everyone in leadership 

Please pray for children/ families 

Please pray for the Otu family 

Please pray for the Supina/Ruess family 

Please pray for the Sevilla family 

Please pray for people struggling with cancer for healing 

Please pray for people struggling with mental health 

Please pray for leaders, people in a position of authority 

Please pray for the Denzer Family 

Please pray for Heather Blenkinsopp 

Please pray for the Carretta family 

Please pray for the Yumart family 

Pleaser pray for the Sippel family 

Please pray for the Quinoy family 

Please pray for Joy and Teresa Zeiden 

Please pray for Boateng family 

Please pray for Kiara Taylor’s family 

Please pray for Bruce and family 

Please pray for Nancy Marin 

Please pray for Bob 

Please pray for Curtis 

Please pray for the Bonapace family 

Please pray for peace in the world 

Please pray for Warren’s family 

Please pray for Diana Behan and family. 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



  

Praise Songs and Hymns 
SHINE, JESUS, SHINE / BRILLA JESUS 

Lord, the light of your love is shining, 

in the midst of the darkness, shining; 

Jesus, Light of the World, shine upon us; 

set us free by the truth you now bring us. 

Shine on me; shine on me. 

 

Refrain: Shine, Jesus, shine; 

fill this land with the Father’s glory. 

Blaze, Spirit, blaze; 

set our hearts on fire. 

Flow, river, flow; 

flood the nations with grace and mercy. 

Send forth your word, Lord, 

and let there be light. 

 

Lord, I come to your awesome presence, 

from the shadows into your radiance; 

by the blood I may enter your brightness. 

Search me; try me; consume all my darkness. 

Shine on me; shine on me. (Refrain) 

 

A tu santa presencia vengo 

de la sombra a tu luz radiante. 

Puedo entrar a través 

de la sangre; 

pruébame y consume 

mi oscuridad. 

Brilla en mí. Brilla en mí. 

 

Estribillo: Brilla, Jesús, 

llena el mundo ya de tu gloria; 

Espíritu, arde en nuestro ser. 

Fluyan doquier 

ríos de gracia y misericordia; 

manda poder 

y que venga la luz. 

 

Contemplando tu faz brillante, 

nuestros rostros dan tu imagen; 

transformados de gloria en gloria, 

nuestras vidas reflejan 

tu historia. 

Brilla en mí. Brilla en mí.(Estribillo) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



  
STAR-CHILD  

Star-Child, earth-Child, go-between of God, 

love Child, Christ Child, heaven's lightning rod, 
 

Refrain: 

This year, this year let the day arrive 

when Christmas comes for everyone, 

everyone alive! 
 

Street child, beat child, no place left to go, 

hurt child, used child,no one wants to know, [Refrain] 
 

Grown child, old child, memory full of years, 

sad child, lost child, story told in tears, [Refrain] 
 

Spared child, spoiled child, having, wanting more, 

wise child, faith child, knowing joy in store, [Refrain] 
 

Hope-for-peace Child, God's stupendous sign, 

down-to-earth Child, Star of stars that shine, [Refrain] 

 

MY SOUL CRIES OUT WITH A JOYFUL SHOUT 

My soul cries out with a joyful shout 

that the God of my heart is great, 
and my spirit sings of the wondrous things 

that you bring to the ones who wait. 

You fixed your sight on your servant’s plight, 

and my weakness you did not spurn, 

so from east to west shall my name be blest. 
Could the world be about to turn? 

 

Refrain: 
My heart shall sing of the day you bring. 

Let the fires of your justice burn. 
Wipe away all tears, for the dawn draws near, 

and the world is about to turn. 
 

Though I am small, my God, my all, 

you work great things in me, 
and your mercy will last from the depths of the past 

to the end of the age to be. 

Your very name puts the proud to shame, 

and to those who would for you yearn, 

you will show your might, put the strong to flight, 
for the world is about to turn. (Refrain) 

 

From the halls of power to the fortress tower, 

not a stone will be left on stone. 

Let the king beware for your justice tears 

every tyrant from his throne. 
The hungry poor shall weep no more, 

for the food they can never earn; 

there are tables spread; every mouth be fed, 
for the world is about to turn. (Refrain) 

 

Though the nations rage from age to age, 

we remember who holds us fast: 

God’s mercy must deliver us 

from the conqueror’s crushing grasp. 

This saving word that our forebears heard 

is the promise which holds us bound, 
till the spear and rod can be crushed by God, 

who is turning the world around. (Refrain) 
 

 


